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PUBLIC WORKS CANADA 
COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 


MISSION 


To manage real property for the Government of Canada, and to 
provide planning, design, construction and realty services to 
government institutions, departments and agencies, while contributing 
to the achievement of the government’s wider social, economic and 
environmental objectives. 
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WHAT WE DO 


PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 


Created in 1841, Public Works Canada (PWC) is one of the nation’s 
oldest federal departments. Today, PWC functions as the Govern- 
ment’s realty manager, real estate agent, caretaker, engineering and 
marine consultant, designer, architect and builder. 


® The Services Program provides the wide range of professional and 
technical services in architecture, engineering and realty required 
by federal government departments and agencies, including all 
management and administrative services for PWC. Includes: 


e Real Estate Services 

e Realty Management Services 

e Architectural and Engineering Services 
e Dredging and Fleet Services 

e Corporate and Administrative Services 


@ The Accommodation Program provides the office space and other 
forms of accommodation needed to support federal government 
operations. Includes: 


e Assets Provision and Improvement 
e Crown Properties 

e Leased Properties 

e Lease-Purchase Properties 

e Program Planning and Control 

e Canada Museums Construction 


@ The Government Realty Assets Support Program (GRAS) assists 
the Government to achieve wider social, economic and environ- 
mental objectives related to real property. Includes: 


e Federal Land Development and Management 
e Design, Construction and Realty Technology 


WHAT WE DO 


e Emergency Preparedness 

e Municipal Grants 

e Special Projects, such as the Accessibility Program 
e Crown Corporations 


The Marine Transportation and Related Engineering Works 
Program provides specific marine works and related infrastruc- 
ture for marine transportation and related economic and social 
development goals. Includes: 


e Locks and Dams 
e Dry Docks 
e Program Planning and Control 


The Land Transportation and Other Engineering Works Program 
provides certain highways, bridges and other engineering works 
for land transportation and related economic and social develop- 
ment goals. Includes: 


e Highway Systems 
e Bridges and Other Engineering Works 
e Program Planning and Control 


1985-86 
Income Statement 
$000’s 


Gross Expenditures 


Services 
Accommodation 
GRAS 

Marine Transportation 
Land Transportation 
Total Business 


Revenue 


Net Expenditure 


OUR HOLDINGS 


BUILDINGS AND LAND 
(November, 1986) 


e Total Buildings and Leases: 7 697 

e Total Area: 8.9 million m2? 
(40% in NCR) 

e Realty Assets: $6 billion 

e Commercial Retail: 1.1% of total area. 


Some of the larger retail space locations: 


Montréal: Guy Favreau Complex 
Ottawa: 240 Sparks Street 

Hull: Place du Portage 

Toronto: Joseph Shepard Building 
Calgary: Harry Hays Building 
Vancouver: Sinclair Centre 


e Crown Owned 
and Lease-purchase: 2 239 buildings 
4.9 million m? 


e Crown Leased: 2 330 leases 
2.1 million m2 


e Canada Post 
Corporation Owned: 2 263 buildings 
1.5 million m7? 


e Canada Post 
Corporation Leased: 865 leases 
370 000 m? 


e Total Land, Crown and 
Canada Post Corporation, 
Owned and Leased: 4.3 million m2 


OUR HOLDINGS 


Types of Premises include administrative, operational, institutional, 
residential. 


Types of Space include undeveloped land; parking stalls; office; com- 
mercial; warehouse/storage; apartments in federal buildings; process 
(e.g., Supply and Services Canada printing facilities); educational; 
housing; judicial, legal and official residences; cultural, historical and 
national heritage; computer and laboratory; recreational, social and 
hospitals. 


Forty per cent of all Crown-owned space is operational (processing, 
warehouse space, etc.). 


Half of all Crown-owned space is administrative (primarily office 
space). 


MARINE WORKS 
e Dams (10) 
NCR: 6 (Ottawa River, Rideau River, Montreal 
River, Lac des Quinze, Gordon Creek and 
Kipawa) 
Ontario: 3 (on Lake Nipissing) 
Western: 1 (Red River) 
e Dry Docks (4) 
Québec: 2 (Lorne and Champlain, Lauzon, Québec) 
Western: 1 (Selkirk Marine Railway, Manitoba) 
Pacific: 1 (Esquimalt Graving Dock, British Columbia) 
e Locks (1) 
Western: (St. Andrews-Lockport, Manitoba) 


OUR HOLDINGS 


Marine Equipment 


Dredge convoys: 19 (half in Atlantic Region, the rest 
throughout Canada) 


Workboats: 2 (Pacific) 

Survey vessels: about 60 
BRIDGES 

Total: 91 

International (Canada — USA) 

Edmundston — Madawaska 

Clair — Fort Kent 

St. Croix — Vanceboro 

St. Leonard — Van _ Buren 

St. Stephen — Calais 

Interprovincial: 

Alexandria (Ont.-Qué) 

Campbellton — Cross Point (N.B.-Qué) 


Chaudiére Crossing (Ont.-Qué) 
McDonald-Cartier (Ont.-Qué) 
Rapides Des Joachims (Ont.-Qué) 
Pembroke — Allumette (Ont.-Qué) 
Perley (Ont.-Qué) 


Intraprovincial: 


Burlington Lift (Hamilton Harbour, Ont.) 

Lasalle Causeway (Cataraqui River, Kingston, Ont.) 
Laurier Avenue (Rideau Canal, Ottawa, Ont.) 

New Westminster Railway Bridge (Fraser River, B.C.) 
Plaza (Rideau Canal, Ottawa, Ont.) 


The Northwest Highway System has 74 bridges in the Yukon and 
British Columbia. 


OUR HOLDINGS 


Longest Bridge: Campbellton — Cross Point 804 m 
(N.B.-Qué) 


Shortest: St. Croix-Vanceboro, 33 m 
(N.B.-Maine/Canada — USA) 


Oldest: Laurier, 1871 (Ottawa, Ont.) 


Newest: MacDonald-Cartier, 1965 (Ont.-Qué.) 


HIGHWAYS 


Total: 2 232.5 km 


1) 


2) 


Northwest Highway System: 


Alaska Highway, B.C. 
Alaska Highway, Yukon 
Haines Road, B.C. 
Haines Road, Yukon 


TOTAL: 


Trans-Canada Highway in five National Parks: 


Terra Nova, Nfld. 
Banff, Alta. 
Yoho, B.C. 
Glacier, B.C. 
Revelstoke, B.C. 


TOTAL: 


863.8 km 
959.1 km 

75.5 km 
103.1 km 


2001.5 km 


42 km 
82 km 
47 km 
47 km 
13 km 


231 km 


KEY STATISTICS 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS, 1985-86 


Over $30,000: 1 068 contracts 


$409.2 million 
$5,000 — $30,000: 2 950 contracts 
$32.5 million 


MUNICIPAL GRANTS 


The federal government is not subject to municipal taxes, but provides 
grants in lieu of property taxes as well as frontage and area taxes to 
municipalities in which federally-owned properties are located. Public 
Works Canada is responsible for negotiating and administering these 
grants. 


1985-86 Grants 
millions 


Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick 
Québec 

Ontario 

Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 

British Columbia 
Yukon Territory 
Northwest Territories 


1985-86 TOTAL: 


1984-85 TOTAL: $272 million 
1986-87 forecast TOTAL: $269 million 


KEY STATISTICS 


PROPERTY SALES 


Long-term government goal: $400 million 


PWC sales target $90 ~=million 
PWC sales at end of July, 1986: $67.8 million 


EMPLOYEES 


e Total (November, 1986): 7516 (includes term employees, less 
than six months) 


HQ 754 

Atl 1 183 

Qué 1 009 

NCR 1 952 

Ont 889 

West 912 

Pac 817 
@ Term Employees (more than six months): ae Be, 
@ Seasonal Employees: 136 


(in Atlantic, Québec and Western regions) 
® Permanent Employees: 6 653 


Distribution By Category 
Permanent Employees 
(% Of Total, 1985-86) 


13.4% Technical 
Administrative and Foreign Service 


Scientific and Professional 
Executive 


A.dministrative Support 


Operational 


OUR HISTORY 


In the process of building and linking the nation, PWC has undergone 
many changes. 


1841 


1846 


1867 


1879 


1912 


MILESTONES 


The Union Act created one government for Upper and 
Lower Canada, and a Board of Works, concerned mainly 
with inland waterways, was established. 


The Board of Works was reorganized as the Department 
of Public Works (DPW). 


At Confederation, under its first Minister, Hon. William 
McDougall, DPW was responsible primarily for 4 000 km 
of navigable waterways, including the St. Lawrence water- 
way, and | 600 km of railways, including the Interco- 
lonial Railway joining the Maritimes with central Canada. 


Only seven per cent of the .5 million budget went towards 
public buildings, and there were only 18 employees at 
Headquarters. 


To share DP W’s workload, the Department of Railways 
and Canals (later the Department of Transport) was created. 
DPW took on administration of the Canadian telegraph 
system. When the Department relinquished control in 
1949, the system encompassed 35 400 km of lines. 


DPW’s accommodation tasks expanded to keep pace with 
the rapid growth of government departments. By 1912, the De- 
partment spent 57 percent of its budget on harbours, river 
works and dredging, and 29 percent on 52 700 m2? of 
accommodation. 


OUR HISTORY 


1954 


— Departmental expenditures had risen to $132 million. To 


handle the expanding workload, the Architectural and 
Engineering Branches were subdivided into the Building 
Construction Branch, Harbours and Rivers Engineering 
Branch, Development Engineering Branch, and Property 
and Building Management Branch. Creation of the latter 
Branch explicitly recognized PWC’s role as the provider of 
federal real estate services. 


PWC operations were decentralized to six geographical re- 
gions with regional managers assuming greatly increased 
authority and responsibility for carrying out programs. 


Public Works Canada began charging clients direct costs for 
all services. 


A new organizational structure gave senior managers at 
Headquarters responsibility for programs and projects im- 
plemented through their regional staffs. 


CHIEF ARCHITECTS 


Thomas Seaton Scott 1871-81 
Thomas Fuller 1881-96 
David Ewart 1897-1914 
E.L. Horwood 1914-18 
R.C. Wright 1918-27 
T.W. Fuller 1927-36 
C.D. Sutherland 1936-46 
C.G. Brault 1946-51 
E.A. Gardner 1951-59 
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OUR HISTORY 
HIGHLIGHTS, 1950s AND 1960s 


Multi-million dollar upgrading of St. John’s Harbour, Newfoundland 


Demolition of Ripple Rock, a giant navigational obstruction, from 
the Seymour Narrows near Vancouver — the world’s largest con- 
trolled, non-nuclear explosion to that date. 


Aklavik project, relocating an entire community in the NWT 53 km 
east to Inuvik. 


Construction of the world’s longest highway, the 8 000 km Trans- 
Canada Highway linking St. John’s Nfld. and Victoria, B.C. (com- 
pleted in 1952). 


MINISTERS 


There have been 48 ministers of Public Works, from the Hon. Wiliam 
McDougall (1867-69) to the Hon. Stewart McInnes (1986). 


Sir Hector L. Langevin served the longest as Minister, with a total of 
sixteen years at the helm, from 1869-73 and again from 1879-91. 


In 1917, the Hon. C.C. Ballantyne was Minister for only nine days. He 
moved on to Marine and Fisheries. 


Alexander MacKenzie and Sir Charles Tupper, former ministers of 
Public Works, went on to become prime ministers of Canada. 


OUR HISTORY 
OLDEST PWC BUILDING IN EACH REGION 
e Atl: former residence for Lieutenant Governor (now an RCMP 


building), Fredericton, 1828 


e Qué: Customs House (now an Agriculture Canada building), Mon- 
tréal, 1836 


e NCR: LaSalle Academy, Sussex Drive, Ottawa, 1849 
e Ont: Customs House and Post Office, Kingston, 1856 
e West: Land Titles Building, Prince Albert, 1892 


e Pac: former Customs House, Malahat Building, Victoria, 1874 


THE WELLAND CANAL 


Through a series of seven locks from Port Weller to Port 
Colborne, the 43 km WELLAND CANAL allows vessels to 
climb the 100 m from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie. The dream 
of William Hamilton Merrit, a pioneer Chief Commissioner of 


Public Works, came true when the canal was completed in 
1932. Since the project began, the canal has undergone such 
major improvements as new routing, reforestation to protect 
banks from erosion and to temper crosswinds, the construc- 
tion of the Welland By-Pass, and the recent revitalization of 
Merrit Island as recreational lands. 
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MAJOR ONGOING PROJECTS, 1986-87 


@ ATL: 
© QUE: 
@ NCR: 
e ONT: 
© WEST: 
e PAC: 


13 


RCMP Building, Fredericton 

Renovation project, Moncton 

Renous Atlantic Institution, N.B. 

Renovations to Allied Forces buildings, Goose Bay 


Maurice Lamontagne Institute, Sainte-Flavie 
Penitentiary, Port Cartier 

Customs and Excise complex, Rigaud 
Laurentian Forest Research Centre, Québec City 
Renovations to 715 Peel Building, Montréal 


National Gallery of Canada 

Aviation and Space Museum of Canada 
Museum of Civilization 

Animal Research Centre 

Animal Virus Laboratory 


Great Lakes Forestry Research Laboratory, Sault Ste. 
Marie 

Renovations to | Front Street, Dominion Public 
Building, Toronto 

Harbour redevelopment, Goderich 

CANMET Laboratory, Elliot Lake 


Canada Olympic Park for the 1988 Winter Games, 
Calgary 

Canada Place, office/commercial complex, Edmonton 
Trans-Canada Highway Twinning project, Banff 
National Hydrology Research Centre, Saskatoon 


Sinclair Centre Heritage Redevelopment, Vancouver 
Research Station for Agriculture Canada, Summer- 
land 

Health Protection Laboratory, Burnaby 

Fisheries Research Laboratory, West Vancouver 


PWC-ADMINISTERED STATUTES 


The Bridges Act 

The Dry Docks Subsidies Act 

The Expropriation Act 

The Government Property Traffic Act 
The Government Tolls Act 

The Official Residences Act 

The Public Works Act 

The Public Works Health Act 

The Trans-Canada Highway Act 

The Government Harbours and Piers Act 
The Municipal Grants Act 

The Public Lands Grants Act 

The Surplus Crown Assets Act 


PWC-ADMINISTERED REGULATIONS 


The Canadian Vickers Dry Docks Regulations 

The Public Lands Leasing and Licensing Regulations 
The Esquimalt Graving Dock Regulations 

The Government Property Fire Prevention Regulations 
The Lauzon Dry Dock Regulations 

The Public Works Health Regulations 

The Selkirk Marine Ship Regulations 

The Government Property Traffic Regulations 

The Public Works Nuisances Regulations 

The Public Works Leasing Regulations 


The Government Contracts Regulations 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


PWC is responsible for ensuring that all FLAGS on federal buildings 
are lowered upon the death of a VIP. 


The EAST BLOCK has recently been restored and renovated. It is the 
only one of the three Parliament Buildings that survives as it was 
originally constructed. 


PWC recently remodelled the SPEAKER’S CHAIR in the House of 
Commons to make it more comfortable. 


PWCis responsible for the STATUTES on Parliament Hill. The latest 
addition was a $150,000, bronze and granite, 3.35 m high statue of 
John George Diefenbaker, Canada’s Prime Minister from 1957 to 
1963. 


The Department’s Atlantic Region DREDGES about 445 000 m3 
from 49 harbours and navigation channels annually. 


The PWC-owned GRAVING DOCK at Esquimalt, B.C., is the largest 
non-military, solid foundation dry dock on the west coast of the 
Americas. Its dimensions are 357.5 m by 38.4 m. 


The DAY LABOUR PROGRAM in the Western Region provides 
training in construction trades to native people on reservations. PWC 
acts as the general contractor, hiring specialists to train Indians who 
work on reserves for Health and Welfare Canada and for Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Built in 1873, the heritage building at 3, rue Buade in Québec City was 
recently renamed the Louis S. St. Laurent Building. The famous “LE 
CHIEN D’OR” sculpture on the portico of the building is thought to 
represent Dr. Timothée Roussel’s dog, which had been killed in 1685 
by Roussel’s neighbour. The old French inscription reads: 


Iam the dog that gnaws the bone. 
Whilst gnawing the bone I take my rest. 
The day shall come, though not yet come, 
When I shall bite the one who bit me. 


The TORONTO HARBOURFRONT CORPORATION, reporting 
to the Minister of Public Works, is responsible for a 37-hectare site 
bordering on Lake Ontario in Toronto. 


The CANADA LANDS COMPANY has responsibilities for certain 
properties, under agreement with the Minister of Public Works. The 
Crown subsidiaries and their mandates are: 


e Vieux-Port de Montréal, to manage certain Crown-owned lands 
in Montréal; 


e Vieux-Port de Québec, to revitalize 29 hectares of land and water 
in Québec City; 


e Mirabel, to administer the Mirabel Peripheral Lands and to dis- 


pose of those lands no longer required for the protection of the 
airport. 
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INFORMATION SOURCES 


General Departmental Inquiries: 613-998-7724 


Corporate Communications: 


e The Annual Report 

e News clippings 

e Booklets 

e News releases on contract awards over $500,000 
e Monthly contract award report 


e Regional Newsletters 


ATL: Intracom 
QUE: Querimonbec 
NCR: Cap Revue 
ONT: Tempo 
WEST: Tempo 

PAC: The Works 


e National employee newspaper, Situation 


e Audio-visuals and exhibits (audio-visuals on VHS/ Betamax can 
be loaned to employees) 


(613-998-9565, HQ Room C 212) 
Information Research Division: 


e Library services for reference, online searches and interlibrary 
loans 


(613-998-8350, HQ Room A111) 
@ Access to items such as departmental committee minutes and 
consultant reports using a network linking 16 PWC Information 


Centres and 31 PWC Document Distribution Centres. 


(613-998-7719, HQ Room A111) 
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INFORMATION SOURCES 


A&ES Documentation Centre: 


e@ Files, validates and stocks technical documents for distribution, 
and produces a catalogue of current documents 


(613-998-4446 HQ Room E336) 


Some good books on PWC: 


Archibald, Margaret. By federal design: The Chief Archi- 
tect’s Branch of the Department of Public Works, 1881- 
1914. Ottawa: Parks Canada, 1983. 


Cameron, K.M. Public works in Canada under the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. Ottawa, 1939. 


Owram Douglas. Building for Canadians: A history of the 
Department of Public Works, 1840-1960. Ottawa: PR&IS, 
PWC, 1979. 


HEADQUARTERS 
AND SIX REGIONS 


HEADQUARTERS 


Sir Charles Tupper Building 


Confederation Heights 


Riverside Drive 


OTTAWA, Ontario 


K1A 0M2 


ATLANTIC 
P.O. Box 2247 


1505 Barrington Street 


HALIFAX, Nova Scotia 


B3J 3C9 


QUEBEC 


Guy-Favreau Complex 
200 Dorchester Blvd. W 


MONTREAL, Québec 


H2Z 1X4 


NATIONAL CAPITAL 


Place du Portage, Phase IV 
140 Promenade du Portage 


HULL, Québec 
K1A 0M3 


ONTARIO 


4900 Yonge Street 


WILLOWDALE, Ontario 


M2N 6A6 


WESTERN 


9925-109th Street 


EDMONTON, Alberta 


TSJ 2K1 


PACIFIC 


1166 Alberni Street 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 


V6E 3W5 


ADMINISTRATION 
CENTRALE ET 


BUREAUX REGIONAUX (6) 


ADMINISTRATION 
CENTRALE 


Immeuble Sir-Charles-Tupper 
Confederation Heights 
Promenade Riverside 
OTTAWA (Ontario) 

K1A 0M2 


ATLANTIQUE 


B.P. 2247 

1505, rue Barrington 
HALIFAX (N.-E.) 
B3J 3C9 


QUEBEC 


Complexe Guy-Favreau 
200, boul., Dorchester ouest 
MONTREAL, Québec 

H2Z 1X4 


CAPITALE NATIONALE 


Place du Portage IV 

140, promenade du Portage 
HULL (Québec) 

K1A 0M3 


ONTARIO 


4900, rue Yonge 
WILLOWDALE (Ontario) 
M2N 6A6 


OUEST 


9925, 109° Rue 
EDMONTON (Alberta) 
T5J 2K1 


PACIFIQUE 


1166, rue Alberni 
VANCOUVER (C.-B.) 
V6E 3W5 


DISTRICT OFFICES 


ATLANTIC (6) 


Newfoundland (2) 
Goose Bay, Labrador 
St. John’s 


Prince Edward Island (1) 
Charlottetown 


New Brunswick (3) 
Fredericton 
Moncton 

St. John 


QUEBEC (5) 


Amos 
Lauzon 
Québec 
Rimouski 
Sherbrooke 


ONTARIO (3) 


London 
Sault Ste. Marie 
Thunder Bay 


WESTERN (8) 


Manitoba (4) 
Churchill 
Lockport 
Selkirk 
Winnipeg 


Saskatchewan (2) 
Regina 
Saskatoon 


Alberta (1) 
Calgary 


Northwest Territories (1) 
Yellowknife 


PACIFIC (1) 


Yukon Territories (1) 
Whitehorse 


NATIONAL CAPITAL (6) 


6 District Offices (Ottawa) 


BUREAUX DE DISTRICT 
DE TRAVAUX PUBLICS 
CANADA 


ATLANTIQUE (6) 


Terre-Neuve (2) 
Goose Bay, Labrador 
St. John’s 


fle-du-Prince-Edouard (1) 
Charlottetown 


Nouveau-Brunswick (3) 
Fredericton 

Moncton 

Saint-Jean 


QUEBEC (5) 


Amos 
Lauzon 
Québec 
Rimouski 
Sherbrooke 


ONTARIO (3) 


London 
Sault-Sainte-Marie 
Thunder Bay 


OUEST (8) 
te 


Manitoba (4) 
Churchill 
Lockport 

Selkirk 

Winnipeg 
Saskatchewan (2) 
Regina 

Saskatoon 


Alberta (1) 
Calgary 


Territoires du 
Nord-Ouest (1) 
Yellowknife 
PACIFIQUE (1) 
Territoire du Yukon (1) 
Whitehorse 
CAPITALE 
NATIONALE (6) 


6 bureaux de district (Ottawa) 
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